The oldest rocks beneath Lake Erie and the watershed originated when saltwater
covered the basin. Evidence of the ocean is found deep below the surface of the
lakebed in limestone and salt deposits. (400 million years ago)

Lake Erie was gouged out by mile-thick sheets of ice during the glaciations.
(1 million to 12,600 years ago)

As glaciers advanced and retreated, they left deposits. Certain deposits are
of economic importance, particularly clay, peat, sand and gravel.

Lake level changes, wave action, human

development and the type of soil along OhiOdnr-CPm/ CPaStal
the shore influence the shape of the coast lakeerie.ohio.gov
through erosion and accretion. oldwomancreek.org
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