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ODNR Division of Watercraft Emergency Boating Access Program

Program Requirements

Purpose
The Emergency Boating Access Program may provide up to 100% funding assistance to eligible political subdivisions and state/federal government agencies for minor emergency repairs to existing boating access facilities in Ohio.  The maximum amount that can be applied for is $20,000 for one project.
This is a direct billing fund: All invoices must be submitted directly to the Division of Watercraft and paid by the Division of Watercraft.

All funded projects must be open and accessible to the general boating public.
Projects sponsored by private individuals, clubs, or associations on lands they control do not qualify for the program and will not be considered.

Dredging channels and waterways that exist primarily for commercial traffic are not eligible.
Federal, state, and local laws pertaining to non-discrimination in employment, area use, minimum wages, conflict of interest, and similar matters must be met at all times.

The applicant must demonstrate how the project will address issues that directly and positively affect the health, safety and welfare of the recreational boating public.
All applications must be postmarked by November 20, 2009.  Applications postmarked after that date will not be considered.

Estimating the Total Project Cost

The cost estimate should clearly state the amount of ODNR Division of Watercraft participation that is requested. The cost of preparing, submitting, and administering an application is not eligible for funding. 

ODNR Division of Watercraft may provide up to 100% of the eligible costs (depending on the user groups who benefit from the project, as outlined below) on a direct-bill basis. The applicant will submit the original invoices to the Division of Watercraft.  Once the work is verified, the Division will pay the invoices directly to the approved contractor.
The Emergency Fund does NOT cover administrative costs or the costs of “in-house” labor performed by the sponsor.  Costs of labor will be considered only for those projects performed by outside contractors.

All applicable state purchasing procedures must be followed.

The goal of the Emergency Boating Access Fund is to provide improved public access to recreational boaters who use Ohio's waterways. It is recognized that many communities and agencies have urgent needs for improving boating access but have limited funds for projects.
The applicant will be responsible for obtaining all cost estimates and a minimum of three quotes on letter-head. This documentation must be included with the application.
All costs overruns not included in this application will be the sole responsibility of the applicant.
Qualification of the Project 
Once a project is approved for funding, all procedures and requirements of the Emergency Boating Access Program must be fulfilled. Costs, eligible expenses, fund accounting, and fiscal control may be audited by the Watercraft continually throughout the project.  Regular site inspections by the Watercraft may occur to assure compliance with funding requirements. The applicant must not award any contracts until after the project and bid is approved by Watercraft. 

Site Visits
Upon receipt of the application and all attachments, Watercraft may arrange with local officials to inspect the site of the proposed project to ascertain its general feasibility, site conditions, and the need of such project. Site inspections may also occur both during construction and after completion of the project.
Signage

Watercraft will provide the sponsor with Watercraft signage that shall be posted at a conspicuous location of the site where the emergency access improvements occurred. Signage shall be posted within 10 days of project completion.
Guidelines

Please refer to the following guidelines when completing the grant application form. 

If you have any questions, you may contact Phil Miller at the ODNR Division of Watercraft, 2045 Morse Rd. Bldg A-2, Columbus, OH  43229-6693; 614-265-6497; Fax: 614-267-8883; Email: phil.miller@dnr.state.oh.us. 

Part I - PROJECT AREA INFORMATION

Project Area Name: This should be the name of the project. EXAMPLE: Erie River Dock Repair
County: County location of facility 

Body of Water: List the body of water where the project is located.

Project Area Description & Justification: Provide complete explanation of the proposed project and why it is important to make emergency repairs (i.e. what may occur if not rectified). Include several pictures with the application illustrating the problem/concern.

Project areas that qualify must be located wholly within the boundaries of the State of Ohio, and must serve recreational boating traffic. 

Part II - APPLICANT INFORMATION

Facility Name: This is the name of the facility where the project will take place.

Contact Person: The agency's primary person who will coordinate the project with the Division of Watercraft. This person can call the division with questions and will be called upon to answer our questions. 

Part III - PROPOSED PROJECT COMPONENTS

Complete all appropriate areas that apply to this project. Provide an estimated cost for each component of the project. Additional itemized sheets and/or engineer’s estimates are not required but can be included with the application if one has been completed. 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE 

Print your name, sign and date the form. Return the original application to the address listed.

I.  PROJECT AREA INFORMATION   (Refer to Application Guidelines)
	Project Area Name:
	County:
	Body of Water

	Project Area Description & Justification (Attach separate sheet if needed giving a summary of scope of work to be performed, include pictures as a separately):


II.  APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Facility Name:


	Phone:


	Fax:



	Mailing Address:


	City:


	Zip Code:



	Contact Person:


	E-mail:


	Phone:


	Fax:




III.  PROPOSED PROJECT COMPONENTS


ESTIMATED COST

	Materials 
	$

	Labor (if applicable)
	$

	GRAND TOTAL
	$


APPLICANT SIGNATURE

Application is hereby made for the activities described herein. I certify that I am familiar with the information contained in the application, and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, this information is true, complete, and accurate.

I certify that the auditor of the state has not issued an unresolved finding for recovery against the agency that I represent.

	
	

	Print/Type Name/Title/Agency 
	

	
	

	Signature
Date
	


RETURN A SIGNED ORIGINAL TO:

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Division of Watercraft

2045 Morse Road Building A-2

Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693

Attn:  Phil Miller
Email:
phil.miller@dnr.state.oh.us
Phone:
614-265-6497

Fax:
614-267-8883
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