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July 2009

The requirements outlined in this document are designed to assist with the preparation and review of the more routine Applications to Revise a Permit (ARP) that the Division receives.  They do not cover all of the requirements for every type of ARP, and even for those listed, additional information, forms or variance requests may be required due to the site-specific nature of proposed revision(s). An ARP may require an increase or decrease in the performance security estimate.
 Should you encounter questions during the course of preparing and/or reviewing an ARP, please do not hesitate to contact an Application Manager.

ALTERNATIVE RESOILING MATERIAL
Technical Reviewer(s):  
Soils Resource Specialist 





Environmental Specialist 

ARPs submitted for Alternative Resoiling Material (ARM), must include the following:

1. ARM Plan
2.  A certified and notarized map or a precise written description indicating the limits of the area to be re-soiled with the ARM.  (A map is preferred and will likely result in a more efficient review).  Sample locations must be indicated on a map.

3. A precise acreage figure.

4. Specific requirements addressing ARM contained in Policy/Procedure Directive, Technical 94-1.

AUGER/HIGHWALL MINING (new proposal to auger/highwall mine, change of location from previously approved, change of equipment to be used, etc.)

Technical Reviewer:
Hydrogeologist 


Engineer

Inspector

Mine Safety Personnel and MSHA (if w/in 500 feet of an underground mine)

ARPs submitted to add auger/highwall mining, or revise approved plans for auger/highwall mining must include the following:

1. An Auger/Highwall Mining form as appropriate

2. A certified and notarized map that clearly delineates the location and extent of auger/highwall areas

3. Specific information identifying the type of auger/highwall equipment to be used.  For example, conventional single or double bit auger, highwall miner, or others

4. Information on whether or not the auger/highwall holes will be discharging water

5. A plan for the handling and treatment of water from the auger/highwall holes

6. A narrative discussing in detail, any probable hydrologic consequences that may occur as a result of proposed auger/highwall mining

7. A narrative describing specific measures that will be implemented to minimize impacts to the prevailing hydrologic balance which may result from the proposed auger/highwall mining

8. A narrative describing the specific corrective measures that will be implemented if auger/highwall mining causes impacts to the prevailing hydrologic balance

9. Precise information concerning the presence and location of underground mines in the area, including the proximity of underground mines to the auger/highwall site, whether or not the underground mines contain water and/or are currently discharging water, and the quantity and quality of water in the area that is discharging naturally in the auger/highwall area

10. A statement that no water will be pumped from an intercepted underground mine until the Division inspector has been notified of the interception and the need to dewater

11. A specific narrative identifying whether or not underground mines will be intercepted and/or dewatered by the auger/highwall mining.  If so, the data concerning the quantity of water to be removed from the underground mine, the daily anticipated rates of removal, and the periods of time when the underground mines will be dewatered at the anticipated rates must be included

12. A specific and detailed plan for handling and treatment of water from underground mines must be included, regardless of whether or not it is anticipated that the auger/highwall mining will intercept underground mines

13. A statement on the impact of underground mine dewatering on the prevailing hydrologic balance; to hydrologic features such as wells, springs, lakes, streams; and to other structures on and below the surface.  If an underground mine is dewatered, a narrative must be included that identifies the horizontal and vertical extent of any impacts, including subsidence effects

14. A subsidence control plan

15. An updated discussion regarding impacts to legitimately used water supplies 

16. An updated discussion related to protection of oil and gas wells, and submittal of a variance request to the Chief if appropriate

NOTE:  If auger/highwall mining is proposed within 500-feet (measured either horizontally or vertically), of an active or abandoned underground mine, then joint approval from the Division of Mineral Resources, Mine Safety Section and MSHA is required.
CHANGE DRAINAGE CONTROLS/PONDS

Technical Reviewer:







Inspector 





Environmental Specialist





Engineer

Applicants proposing changes to drainage controls/ponds on the permitted site must submit maps, design information, certifications as applicable to adequately describe the proposed changes.

COAL STOCKPILING 

Technical Reviewer:
Hydrogeologist





Inspector 





Engineer

Applicants submitting an ARP proposing the addition of coal stockpiling on a permit site must submit the following:

1. A certified and notarized map clearly identifying the location of the stockpile area(s).

2. The lithology and thickness of the required low permeable base on which the coal will be placed.

3. A description and plan for grading at the coal stockpile to demonstrate and insure that positive drainage will be attained on the site.

4. A plan demonstrating/describing the transport of drainage from the stockpile to a sediment control and treatment facility.

5. The length of time that coal will be stockpiled and in place at this location.  Stockpiling of coal in a designated location may require an air permit from OEPA to comply with the Clean Air Act.

6. Specific indication that coal stockpiling will not occur within a stream buffer zone and/or small area drainage exemption (SADE).

COAL WASTE TREATMENT, STORAGE, OR DISPOSAL 

Technical Reviewer:
Hydrogeologist





Environmental Specialist





Engineer





Inspector





MSHA (only if slurry impoundment involved) 

All applications proposing coal waste treatment, storage or disposal are SIGNIFICANT ARPs. All provisions of 1501:13-4-06 (E) must be met by the permittee, including public notice and comment, etc.  Applicants submitting an ARP proposing the disposal, storage or treatment of coal waste must   include the following:

1. A Coal Waste Plan form. 
2. Coal waste treatment, storage or disposal may require an air permit from OEPA to comply with the Clean Air Act.

LAND USE CHANGE

Technical Reviewer:

Environmental Specialist






Inspector

Whenever a permittee proposes to change a previously approved post-mining land use on a permit, the DMRM must solicit comments from the potentially affected landowners.   ARPs proposing to change approved post-mining land use MAY NOT be approved if the landowner objects to the proposed change.
Applicants submitting an ARP proposing land use changes must submit:

1. Surface Owner Consent form
2. An addendum specifically addressing each item required by OAC 1501:13-9-17(D).  

3. A certified and notarized map identifying the area, including acreage where the land use change is proposed.

4. Address any changes in the reclamation-planting plan that may be required as a result of the proposed post-mining land use.

NOTE - Revising the postmining land use (after a previous land use change) to return the land to the premining use is not a "land use change" that requires publication. (premining-undeveloped and original appl. proposed to return the area to grazing, an ARP to change the postmining use to undeveloped would not be considered a land use change - premining use is the same as post mining). 

OPERATOR ADDITION

Technical Reviewer:

ARP Application Manager

Applicants submitting an ARP proposing to add an operator must:

1. Submit an Operator Ownership and Control form.

2. Indicate on the ARP when the operator will begin mining operations on the identified permit.

An AVS check must be completed prior to approval of the ARP.

PERMANENT DIVERSIONS

Technical Reviewer:
Engineer





Inspector

Applicants submitting an ARP proposing permanent diversions on their permit site must submit the following:

1. A certified and notarized map showing the location of the permanent diversion.

2. A cross-section of the diversion to demonstrate compliance with the design requirements specified in Ohio Administrative Code 1501:13-9-04(F).  If an adequate cross-section was previously submitted and approved, an additional cross-section is not necessary.  However, the appropriate information must be referenced in the ARP.

PERMANENT HAUL ROAD

Technical Reviewer:
Engineer





Inspector

Applicants proposing an ARP to include a permanent haul road must include the following:

1. A certified and notarized map that clearly indicates that portion of the haul road that is proposed to remain permanent. 

2. Include information that clearly demonstrates that the road will be adequately drained and that water control structures are capable of passing a 10-year/6-hour precipitation event.  If this has already been demonstrated in the permit the ARP should reference the demonstration.

PERMANENT IMPOUNDMENT

Technical Reviewer:
Engineer





Inspector

Applicants proposing an ARP requesting to include a permanent impoundment must provide all of the following information and materials:

1. An addendum specifically addressing each of the requirements of Ohio Administrative Code 1501:13-9-04(H)(2)(a through h).  The applicant must provide all necessary site-specific information and support all claims made in the narrative.

2. An Assurance of Maintenance and a demonstration of compliance with Ohio Administrative Code 1501:13-9-14(H).  Please note:  OAC 1501:13-9-14(H) prohibits permanent impoundments on top of excess spoil fills.

3. Submit a Pond/Impoundment Plan and certified and notarized map showing the location of the impoundment(s).

PRIME FARMLAND

Technical Reviewer:
Soils Resource Specialist





Inspector





NRCS

Applicants submitting an ARP relative to the negative determination of prime farmland or the prime farmland restoration plan must include the following:

1. NRCS form OH-CPA-65 (Certification of Prime/Nonprime Farmland) and an NRCS first order soil survey performed to NRCS standards (where applicable)

2. Negative PFL Plan, Negative Determination of Prime Farmland, if the area meets the criteria for negative determination, or a PFL Plan, Prime Farmland Restoration Plan, for the addition of prime farmland

3. An 8 ½ X 11 inch or larger, certified and notarized map showing the location of the prime farmland on the permit area

4. A detailed description of why the ARP is needed and supporting documents, (in addition to PFL or Negative PFL Plan).  For example, verification by the landowner in the form of an affidavit regarding crop production history.

Refer to PPD Regulatory 90-1 when addressing the submittal or review of an ARP dealing with Prime Farmland.

QUARTERLY MONITORING SITES (QMR) – Addition or Deletion
Technical Reviewer:
Hydrogeologist





Inspector


Applicants submitting an ARP for the purpose of adding or deleting quarterly monitoring sites (QMR) must include the following:
1. For underground mines, QMR additions and/or deletions must be consistent with the information included in PPD Underground 93-1.  

2. Identify the QMR stations to be added or deleted, and include information and documentation that supports the reasons stated for adding or deleting QMR sites.  .  For example, data proving absence of adverse impacts to the quality and/or quantity of ground water as a result of mining should be submitted.

3. Current and previous locations of mining on the permit, when mining began in the area to be added or deleted, and how close to the sites the operator intends to mine.  This is especially applicable in situations where mining will progress no closer to the QMR site.  In situations where a site is proposed for deletion due to the fact that mining will stop short of the originally proposed location of the final highwall, then a certified and notarized map identifying the revised location of the final highwall must be submitted.

4. Site maps, water quality & quantity trends, geological & hydrologic information, and an analysis of the existing quarterly monitoring data from the site if a deletion is proposed based on lack of impact.

5. A list of all other permits in the same general area.

6. A statement detailing any water quality and/or quantity problems that have already occurred and the steps taken by the permittee to resolve such concerns.

QMR deletions for lack of impact will not be approved unless a sufficient length of time has passed following mining and reclamation operations in the vicinity of the site proposed to be deleted. 

REVISE RECLAMATION/MINING PLAN

Technical Reviewer:
Hydrogeologist





Environmental Specialist





Engineer





Inspector

Applicants proposing changes to the mining and reclamation plans on the permitted site must submit maps, design information, certifications as applicable to adequately describe the proposed changes. 
RESOURCE RECOVERY

Technical Reviewer:
Hydrogeologist





Engineer





Inspector

1. Applicants submitting an ARP for additional resource recovery must update responses to the appropriate application items (specifically the probable hydrologic consequences, including impacts to surface water and ground waters), maps and cross sections. 
SLUDGE/SOIL AMENDMENTS 

Technical Reviewer:
Soils Resource Specialist





Hydrogeologist





NRCS

Applicants submitting an ARP to apply sludge or to use soil amendments such as Bypro on permit sites must include the following:

1. Nature and source of the material

2. Rate of application

3. Copy of approval notification by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and any associated sludge management plans.

4. Certified and notarized map delineating the specific area where soil amendments and/or sludge will be applied on the permit area.

5. Detailed description of the area where the material is to be applied, including such parameters as average slope, proximity to stream channels and any other relevant feature.

6. A signed approval statement from the landowner.

STREAM BUFFER ZONE VARIANCE REQUEST (BZVR)

Technical Reviewer:
Environmental Specialist





Hydrogeologist





Inspector





Engineer (for reconstruction plans only)





ACOE (for reconstruction plans only)





OEPA (for reconstruction plans only)

Applicants submitting an ARP requesting or revising a stream buffer zone variance must include the following:  

1. A Stream Buffer Zone Variance Request

2. A certified and notarized map specifically delineating the buffer zone to which the ARP applies.  Applicants must also provide details and specific revisions to the mining and reclamation plan

3. The information described in Permitting Procedure Directive 2009-01.  

CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION

Technical Reviewer:
Inspector





Regional Coal Regulatory Supervisor

Important Note:  This type of ARP will only be considered when unique on-the-ground circumstances merit special consideration.  A mere lack of effort on the part of the permittee is not sufficient grounds to consider an ARP waiving contemporaneous reclamation requirements.  ARPs providing temporary exemptions from contemporaneous reclamation requirements are clearly exceptional in nature and shall be reviewed on case-by-case basis.  

Applicants submitting an ARP where on-the-ground conditions merit special consideration for contemporaneous reclamation requirements must include the following:

1. A certified and notarized map illustrating the area where a delay in reclamation activities is being requested

2. A thorough description explaining and justifying why reclamation is/should not be contemporaneous, including a description detailing why a mining pit should remain open and exposed, without reclamation

3. A date by which backfilling and other reclamation activities shall recommence

4. A date by which backfilling and other reclamation activities shall be completed.

SMALL AREA DRAINAGE EXEMPTION (SADE)

Technical Reviewer:
Inspector





Regional Coal Regulatory Supervisor

Applicants submitting an ARP for a small area drainage exemption (SADE) must include the following:

1. A certified and notarized map clearly delineating the extent of the exemption area and showing the acreage of the area and the location of the drainage control structures 

2. A description of the area for which the SADE is being requested, including details on why the exemption is needed

3. A description and design of the drainage control methods that will be employed on each SADE area. These will include, but are not limited to, seeding/mulching, straw bale dikes, sumps, diversions and/or silt fence. A statement that regular inspection and maintenance will be performed by the permittee to ensure that the required effluent limitations are met. 

4. A description of measures that will be used to maintain the structures 

5. A statement that all runoff/discharge from the SADE area will meet OEPA-NPDES effluent limitations.

Applicants submitting an ARP for a blanket small area drainage exemption (SADE) must include the information above. The blanket SADE request must state the following:

1. SADE areas created since the submittal of the last annual map will be clearly delineated and the surface acreage figure indicated for each individual area on the subsequent annual/final map.

2. The drainage control method(s) will be in place within three days of the creation of the SADE area.

3. A single SADE area, or the sum total of two or more contiguous SADE areas, will be less than one acre. 

REMINING (REDUCED MAINTENANCE)

Technical Reviewer:
Inspector





Regional Coal Regulatory Supervisor

Applicants submitting an ARP for reduced maintenance due to remining must include the following:

1. A Remining form

2. A certified map delineating the area including an acreage figure

See Procedure Directive Regulatory 99-1. 
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