Exploration Permit Application

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF MINERAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

EXPLORATION PERMIT APPLICATION

PART 1: LEGAL, FINANCIAL COMPLIANCE, AND RELATED INFORMATION

A. Provide the name, address and telephone number of the person or company applying for the exploration operations:

Name         Telephone      
Address
     

   
(P. O. Box or Street Address)


     

     
(City, State, Zip Code) 

Contact Person         Telephone       
B. Field operations manager, foreman or person (if different from above) who will be present at or responsible for exploration activities:

Name         Telephone      
Address
     

   
(P. O. Box or Street Address)


     

     
(City, State, Zip Code) 

Submit Certificate of Insurance.

C. Operation location(s):
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D. Right-of-Entry Information:

(1) Provide the following information for every legal or equitable owner of record, surface and mineral, of the property to be explored, indicating whether the ownership is of surface, coal or non-coal mineral.

Owner Name      
Address      
City         State         Zip         Telephone       
Surface  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Coal  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Non-Coal Mineral  FORMCHECKBOX 

Owner Name      
Address      
City         State         Zip         Telephone       
Surface  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Coal  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Non-Coal Mineral  FORMCHECKBOX 

Owner Name      
Address      
City         State         Zip         Telephone       
Surface  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Coal  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Non-Coal Mineral  FORMCHECKBOX 

Owner Name      
Address      
City         State         Zip         Telephone       
Surface  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Coal  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Non-Coal Mineral  FORMCHECKBOX 

Owner Name      
Address      
City         State         Zip         Telephone       
Surface  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Coal  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Non-Coal Mineral  FORMCHECKBOX 

(2) Identify the right of entry documentation that is being provided that allows for exploration operations on this application area:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A copy of the right-of-entry documents attached as addenda, or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
A Right-of-Entry Affidavit
(3) Has the private mineral estate (coal) been severed from the private surface estate?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes,” indicate which documentation is provided: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Surface Owners’ Consent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of the document of conveyance that expressly grants or reserves the right to extract the coal by exploration operation methods

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If the document of conveyance does not expressly grant the right to extract the coal by exploration operation methods, documentation that under state law, the applicant has the legal authority to extract coal by those methods.

E. AREAS WHERE MINING IS PROHIBITED OR LIMITED

(1) Does this application area include any area dedicated as a nature preserve pursuant to Chapter 1517 Ohio Revised Code?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit proof of valid existing rights.

(2) Does this application area include any area within one thousand feet of the waterlines of any wild, scenic or recreational river dedicated pursuant to Chapter 1501 Ohio Revised Code?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit proof of valid existing rights.

(3) Does this application area include any area within the boundaries of the following systems: national park, national wildlife refuge, national trails, national wilderness preservation, national recreational areas or wild and scenic rivers or river corridors including those rivers under study?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit proof of valid existing rights.

(4) Does this application area include any federally owned lands within the boundaries of any national forest?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit approval of U.S. Secretary of Interior or proof of valid existing rights.

(5) Will operations conducted during this permit adversely affect any publicly owned park or places included on the National Register of Historic Places?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit joint approval from the chief and the federal, state or local agency with jurisdiction over the park or places or proof of valid existing rights and describe the measures to be used to prevent or minimize these impacts.

     
(6) Will operations conducted during this permit affect land within one hundred feet of the outside right-of-way of a public road or result in mining through a public road?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," list the public road(s) in the space below and submit Public Road Consent or proof of valid existing rights.

     
(7) Will operations conducted during this permit affect land within three hundred feet of any occupied dwelling? 

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," list the name of the owner(s) in the space below and submit Occupied Dwelling Consent or proof of valid existing rights.

     
(8) Will operations conducted during this permit affect land within three hundred feet of any public building, school, church, community or institutional building or public park? 

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit proof of valid existing rights.

(9) Will operations conducted during this permit affect land within one hundred feet of a cemetery?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit proof of valid existing rights or appropriate authorization to relocate the cemetery.

(10) Is this application area within an area designated unsuitable for coal mining operations or under study for designation in an administrative proceeding?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If "Yes," did the applicant make substantial legal and financial commitments in this application area prior to January 4, 1977?  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
 If "Yes," provide documentation supporting the assertion that the commitments were made prior to January 4, 1977.

     
F. Permit Term and Related Information

(1) Anticipated/actual date for:

(a) Starting exploration operations       
(b) Terminating explorations operations       
(c) Completion of reclamation       
(2) Number of surface acres to be disturbed       
(3) What is the estimated amount of coal to be removed?         Describe the methods used to determine the amount.       
(4) Will more than 250 tons of coal be extracted?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
   If “Yes,” explain why the extraction of such an amount is necessary for exploration.       
G. In the space below, provide the name and address of the public office where a complete copy of this application is to be filed.

     
H. In the space below, list the name and address of the newspaper and provide the text of the advertisement that is to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality of this application area.  Provide proof of publication. 

     
PART 2:  ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

A. Describe the proposed exploration area.
      
B. In order to address the nature of cultural, historic and archeological resources, submit Archeology - Surface.

C. Describe the plan for minimizing to the extent possible, and using the best technology currently available, disturbances and adverse impacts of the operation on fish and wildlife and related environmental values, including compliance with the Endangered Species Act, and achieving enhancement of such resources where practical.

     
D. Submit Negative PFL Determination for areas within this application area that are not prime farmland.       
Having considered the negative determinations, does this application area include any land that is prime farmland? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If "Yes," submit PFL Restoration Plan or describe how this area will be avoided.

     
E. Describe the uses of the land existing at the time of the filing of this application area and provide a map delineating the area and acreage of each land use.

     
F. Describe the use of the land following reclamation, including the creation of permanent impoundments.  Include information regarding the utility and capacity of the reclaimed land to support a variety of alternative uses. Provide a map that delineates the area and acreage of each proposed land use, and submit assurance of maintenance for each permanent impoundment.

     
G. Submit Surface Owner Comments from the legal or equitable owner(s) of record of the surface of this application area concerning the proposed land use.

H. Is the post-mining land use to be different from the pre-mining land use?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," submit Land Use Change Notification.
PART 3:  OPERATIONS PLANS

A. Describe the proposed exploration method and sequence(s) of the operation.  Include in the description an estimated timetable for conducting and completing each phase of the exploration and reclamation.

     
B. Identify kinds and sizes of equipment to be used to conduct the exploration operation.

     
C.  Blasting
(1) Will blasting operations be conducted during this operation?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If “Yes”, respond to items (2) and (3).

(2) Blasting will be conducted within (check appropriate spaces):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (a)   One thousand feet of a dwelling, public or commercial building, school, church or community or institutional building

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (b)   Five hundred feet of an active or abandoned underground mine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (c)   None of the above

If (a) or (b) above is checked, submit as an addendum an ANTICIPATED BLAST DESIGN prepared in accordance with paragraph (B) of rule 1501:13-9-06 of the Administrative Code.  

(3) Indicate, below, each type of structure where blasting is proposed within three hundred feet and submit a 300-Foot Blasting Consent for Structures for each (check all that apply):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public water tower

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public reservoir dam

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Communication tower

 FORMCHECKBOX 

High-voltage transmission tower

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Railroad tunnel or highway tunnel

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Public waterline or sewage line

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Major oil or gas pipeline (field collection lines and small diameter lines from wellhead to a residence, barn or shop are excluded)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

None

D. Protection of Hydrologic Balance

(1) Describe the measures to be taken during and after the proposed surface mining operations to minimize disturbance to the hydrologic balance, including quality and quantity, within the permit and adjacent areas, to avoid acid or toxic drainage, and to prevent material damage outside the permit area.

     
(2) Are any of the variances listed below being requested?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If “Yes,” identify the variances and submit the applicable request(s) as an addendum.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Stream buffer zone
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Small area drainage exemption
(3) List sediment control measures to be used to minimize erosion and prevent off-site sedimentation.  If sediment ponds or impoundments are to be used, submit an addendum, including maps and cross-sections, to describe the sedimentation ponds or impoundments to be constructed.

     
(4) Will the proposed exploration operations result in diversions of overland flow away from the disturbed area?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If “Yes,” provide the required engineering designs.

(5) Will the proposed exploration operations result in the diversion of intermittent or perennial streams within the proposed permit area?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If “Yes,” provide the required engineering designs.

     
(6) Will the proposed exploration operations result in construction of diversions to direct runoff through a sediment pond or a series of sediment ponds? 

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," provide the required engineering designs.  
(7) Indicate which of the following are proposed to be constructed within this application area, and provide the required engineering designs for each.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sedimentation pond(s) (submit Pond/Impoundment Plan)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Water impoundments, including wetlands that impound water (submit Pond/Impoundment Plan)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sumps       
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Streams


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (specify)      
E. Transportation Facilities

Are any roads to be constructed, used or maintained within the proposed permit area?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If “Yes,” provide the required description and engineering designs.

PART 4:  RECLAMATION PLAN

A. Describe the plan for backfilling, soil stabilization and grading.

     
B. Describe the plan for removal, storage and redistribution of topsoil or subsoil.  This description must include the average topsoil and subsoil depths on any portions of the application area that have not previously been affected by mining.  It must also include a description of the sampling plan that was used to determine that depth.  
       
C. Provide the following information for the revegetation plan:
(1) A list of the species and amounts of seeds to be planted per acre for temporary vegetation

     
(2) A list of the species and amounts of seeds and tree/shrub seedlings to be used per acre for permanent vegetation

     
(3) A description of the methods to be used in planting and seeding

     
(4) Does the revegetation plan include any introduced species?


Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If "Yes," identify the species and demonstrate that the species meets the requirements of applicable state and federal seed, poisonous and noxious plant and introduced species laws or regulations.

     
(5) A description of the mulching techniques

     
D. Describe the measures to be employed to ensure that all debris, acid forming and toxic forming materials and materials constituting a fire hazard are disposed of properly, and describe the contingency plans that have been developed to preclude sustained combustion of these materials.

     
E. Describe the measures, including appropriate cross sections and maps, to be used to plug, case or manage exploration holes, other bore holes, wells and other openings within this application area.
     
PART 5:  COMMERCIAL USE OR SALE

Coal extracted under exploration permit may be commercially used or sold if such use or sale is for coal testing purposes only.

Is coal extracted during this proposed exploration operation to be commercially used or sold?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 
  If “Yes,” respond to Items A through D of the attached Confidential Document Request form.  

PART 6:  MAPPING REQUIREMENTS

Submit a map showing location of the area to be explored, including access to the proposed area, with a scale of 1-inch equals 24,000 feet or larger.  The map shall specifically show all of the following:  existing roads; occupied dwellings, topographic and drainage features, bodies of surface water and pipelines; proposed locations of trenches, roads and other access routes and structures to be constructed; the location of proposed land excavations; the location of exploration holes or other drill holes or underground openings; the location of excavated earth or waste materials disposal areas; and the threatened species.

I, the undersigned, a responsible official of the applicant, do hereby verify the information in this exploration permit application is true and correct to the best of my information and belief.

Printed Name       
Title      

Signature  
Date 


Sworn before me and subscribed in my presence this      
day of

     
20     
.




Notary Public

CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENT REQUEST

A. Provide the name of the testing firm and the locations at which the coal will be tested: 

Name        

Location (1)        

Location (2)        

B. Will the coal be (check appropriate item):

 FORMCHECKBOX 

(1) Sold directly to or used directly by the intended end user; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 

(2) Sold indirectly through an agent or broker to the intended end user.

Attach a statement from the intended end user if the coal is to be sold or used directly, or from the agent or broker if the coal is to be sold indirectly, that contains all of the following information:

(1) The specific reason for the test, including why the coal may be so different from the intended user’s other coal supplies as to require testing;

(2) The amount of coal necessary for the test and why a lesser amount is not sufficient; and

(3) A description of the specific tests that will be conducted.

C. Provide evidence to demonstrate that the amount of coal to be removed is not the total reserve available to the person conducting exploration or to its principals, but is a sampling of a larger reserve.

     
D. Provide an explanation as to why other means of exploration, such as core drilling, are not adequate to determine the quality of the coal and/or the feasibility of developing a coal mining operation.

     
Responses and attachments submitted in response to Items A through D of this part will be kept confidential if the applicant responds “Yes” to the following:

I request that the information reported in Items A through D above regarding commercial use or sale be kept confidential in accordance with division (B) of ORC Section 1513.072.


Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 






(Date)






(Signature) 
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