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A total of 1,425 wild turkeys, 37% less than in 2009, was harvested in 48 counties during the 2010 Ohio fall wild turkey season (Table 1; Fig.1). 
Research has demonstrated that acorn availability strongly influences fall turkey hunting success. Harvest and hunting success was likely reduced 
in 2010 because turkeys were more dispersed and in smaller flocks to take advantage of an abundant acorn crop across eastern Ohio. Lower fall 
turkey permit sales also may have contributed to the reduced harvest in 2010. 

Ashtabula County had the highest reported fall harvest (n = 77), followed by Coshocton (n = 68), Knox (n = 62), Trumbull (n = 60), and 
Tuscarawas (n = 56) counties. The top 5 counties collectively accounted for 23% of the 2010 fall turkey harvest.

Adult females (n = 512) comprised 39.6% of the harvest with a known age and sex, followed by adult males (n = 370, 28.6%), juvenile females 
(n = 230, 17.8%), and juvenile males (n = 182, 14.1%).

The majority of turkeys were harvested on private land (53%) or the hunter’s own land (36%). Most successful hunters used a shotgun (76%), but 
13% of hunters used crossbows and 11% used longbows to harvest a fall turkey. 

The fall turkey harvest was highest during the first few weeks of the 7-week season with 10% of turkeys harvested during opening weekend, 21% 
harvested during the first week, and 18% harvested during the second week of the season. Each of the remaining 5 weeks of the season accounted 
for 9-11% of the total harvest.

Fall turkey permit sales (n = 6,801) decreased 11% from 2009 sales and were 56% below the record fall turkey permit sales of 2002. Youth 
fall turkey permit sales (n = 922) decreased 12% in 2010. Resident reduced-cost senior fall turkey permit sales (n = 871) increased 3% and have 
steadily increased since being introduced in 2004. Resident free senior fall turkey permits (n = 11,017) declined (-16%) for the seventh consecutive 
year.

Success rates of fall turkey permit holders were lower in 2010 (12.1%) than in the 2009 season (15.5%). Success rates for youth fall turkey 
permits (5.7% vs. 7.4%), resident reduced cost senior permits (3.9% vs. 7.2%), and resident free senior fall turkey permits (0.3% vs. 0.6%) were also 
lower in 2010 than in the 2009 season. Success rates are likely conservative because participation rates for each permit type are unknown.
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Fig. 1. Counties open to fall either-sex wild turkey hunting in Ohio, 2010.



Table 1. Fall 2010 either-sex wild turkey harvest in 48 Ohio counties and comparisons with 2009 and 2008.

County
Number of turkeys harvested, 2010 Total harvest

Adult 
male

Adult 
female

Juvenile 
male

Juvenile 
female

Unknown 
age/sex 2010 2009 2008

Adams 4 11 6 4 4 29 73 98
Ashland 12 12 7 2 5 38 28 44
Ashtabula 18 25 10 20 4 77 124 165
Athens 7 5 1 5 0 18 45 26
Belmont 1 7 1 0 2 11 26 39
Brown 6 13 1 3 5 28 59 81
Carroll 4 12 8 3 1 28 45 47
Clermont 13 19 5 5 2 44 56 69
Columbiana 8 12 4 7 4 35 48 55
Coshocton 13 25 9 13 8 68 77 79
Cuyahoga 0 1 1 0 0 2 1 1
Defiance 8 7 3 5 2 25 56
Gallia 12 11 2 8 1 34 59 53
Geauga 18 17 5 10 3 53 79 71
Guernsey 12 11 3 8 5 39 74 63
Harrison 8 14 4 4 4 34 57 85
Highland 20 12 8 7 4 51 53 65
Hocking 1 10 3 2 1 17 61 20
Holmes 6 15 3 2 3 29 40 30
Jackson 4 11 2 5 0 22 63 28
Jefferson 1 11 3 7 3 25 31 35
Knox 14 24 7 12 5 62 63 69
Lake 2 0 1 1 0 4 18 13
Lawrence 6 4 1 0 5 16 41 34
Licking 9 25 5 3 11 53 62 60
Lorain 3 6 4 2 0 15 38 33
Mahoning 8 7 2 5 5 27 34 31
Medina 12 3 2 5 2 24 25 31
Meigs 4 15 7 6 1 33 48 33
Monroe 1 6 2 3 3 15 44 35
Morgan 5 5 5 4 1 20 34 23
Morrow 1 6 4 1 1 13 18 29
Muskingum 11 17 2 1 1 32 25 35
Noble 15 9 2 5 3 34 36 39
Perry 5 13 2 4 1 25 61 34
Pike 3 2 2 1 2 10 28 30
Portage 4 5 7 5 2 23 47 35
Richland 8 8 4 8 3 31 37 55
Ross 13 5 5 5 4 32 53 47
Scioto 2 5 2 3 0 12 37 41
Stark 4 9 0 3 3 19 31 30
Summit 6 1 0 0 1 8 8 7
Trumbull 25 11 8 14 2 60 78 66
Tuscarawas 11 28 10 6 1 56 86 75
Vinton 5 0 8 3 3 19 42 42
Washington 3 8 7 4 3 25 48 43
Wayne 2 2 0 3 1 8 5 15
Williams 5 11 1 2 3 22 33
Totals 370 512 182 230 131 1,425 2,255 2,139


