March 8, 2008

TO:
ALL SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS & 

OHIO FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 

FROM:
DAVID HANSELMANN, CHIEF



DIVISION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

SUBJECT:
2008 OHIO CONSERVATION FARM FAMILY AWARDS PROGRAM

Enclosed are materials for the 2008 Ohio Conservation Farm Family Awards program, coordinated by the Division and co-sponsored by Ohio Farmer magazine and the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation.  Included are:



- Nomination form



- Mini poster for your office



- News release for district use

Please note that the deadline this year is May 1.  Nominations are to be sent to the Ohio Farmer magazine, 117 W. Main St., Suite 202, Lancaster, Ohio 43130
This is the 24th year for this program to recognize deserving conservation farm families.  Since we began this program in 1984, we have recognized 131 outstanding conservation farm families.  The visibility gained through the Ohio Farmer has been "worth its weight in gold" in terms of spreading the conservation message to other agricultural producers.  The addition of the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation as a co-sponsor has elevated the program to a higher level of importance in the agricultural community.  On top of this, many newspapers have provided extensive coverage of local winners and radio and TV programs have provided still more visibility.  If your district has had a winner, I think you will agree that it has brought your program some favorable attention.  If you have not had a winner, this would be a good time to nominate one!
Should you need additional materials or have any questions about the program, please call Blaine Gerdes, Division Communications Coordinator, at (614) 265-6938.

Let's make a resolution to make the best possible use of this great opportunity to recognize deserving conservation farmers and spread the word about the good work you all do.

C: Jack Fisher

    Fred Hammon

    Program Specialists
