Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission

November 9, 2011

ODNR Building E

Meeting Summary

Commission Members Present

Chairman Tom Price

Etta Reed

Kent Stuckey

Kevin Elder

Bill Knapke

After a welcome from the Chairman Fred Hammon reported that the meeting minutes from July had been transcribed verbatim, resulting in a lengthy document.  The verbatim report will be made available online, however, an abbreviated summary has been provided for approval by the Commission.    ? moved to approve the summary, ?? seconded the motion,  the motion passed.
OSWCC Member Comments

Etta Reed reported that the Urban Task Force passed five resolutions at the summer meeting and that they hope to have a significant progress report in February.

Bill Knapke updated the group on the progress of the water quality discussions.  Participation has been good and the group is developing recommendations to submit to the Governor by February.  Efforts to achieve consensus and establish the logistics of rolling out the recommendations at the local level are ongoing.
Kent Stuckey reported that the work of both the Conservation Program Deliver Task Force and the Nutrient Loading meetings are ongoing.

Executive Secretary Report

John Kessler reviewed the goals and objectives for the meeting with a focus on updates to ongoing special projects, the potential impacts of emergent issues such as oil and gas, the continuing discussions on nutrient loading as well as urban issues.  

The commission acted on three board appointments:

Licking County:  Terry Smith   moved     seconded  passed


Athens County:  Brenda Dashley



Adams County:  

The commission acted on two joint board requests:

Mercer/Auglaize:  to work on a 494 acre tile project with three members serving from Mercer County and two serving from Auglaize.   Moved        seconded    Passed.
Allen/Auglaize/Shelby:  The reduction of a six county joint board to a three county joint board.  Moved  seconded   passed.

The commission also recognized the appointment of Etta Reed to the Commission as well as the re-appointment of Fred Cash.

Conservation Program Deliver Task Force Update
Fred Hammon reported that the Task Force has been working since July on recommendations to the Governor and the legislature.  There has been strong participation by both the Task Force members and the Advisory Group.  The group is taking a tiered approach to their report, separating issues requiring legislative action and those that can be addressed by the OSWCC or within the local districts.  A summary of the latest meeting notes was distributed to the members and a full report on the final recommendations will be provided after the report is completed.

Commission Funded Programs Update

Watershed Coordinator Program/ERIN:  Greg Nageotte reported that the year end report on the program is currently underway and an initial draft was distributed to the members.  A brief history of the program, funding and endorsement record for watershed action plans was also provided.
· The members expressed an interest in finding ways to produce more tangible data on the exact environmental impacts of the program.

Greg Nageotte also provided an update on the ERIN project.  The project is close to producing its final product.  The data in the system is being updated and the site is already public.  

SWIMS:  Martin Joyce gave a brief history of the development of the SWIMS tool.  In 2011 the CPIT tool was implemented and training was provided to the SWCD staff as well as an update to the GIS mapping tool, creating a faster and more stable interface.  Additional upgrades to the program in 2012 include:

· enhancement of the “Events” module to better capture education and outreach activities, 

· further improvements to the CPIT tool, 

· improvements to the timesheets module, 

· improvements to the pollution abatement module,

· the introduction of a module to track nutrient trading activities,

· additional ability to complete and track “form 2s”.

Conservation Assistance Grants: 
Education Grants:  Update at next meeting.
Agricultural Pollution Abatement:  have had six meetings and the turnaround time is working well.
Toolbox Innovation Grants (no activity yet; proposal due in Jan, 2012)

Natural Resources Conservation Demands/Trends in Ohio, Regionally, Nationally
The group generated a list of some of the current drivers in conservations landscape including:

· HABs:  how should our resources be distributed?

· Oil and Gas: the rapid expansion of this issue.

· Urban and Suburban issues.

· Forestry and timber harvest- the potential impact of a down year.

· Landowner disputes and the large demand for assistance.

· Nutrient trading opportunities.

· How to continue or gather funding for our ongoing technical support demands.

· Fee revenues: in what way if any should this impact our match policy?

Agency Reports:

OSU:  many personnel changes and the search is continuing for a new program Dean.  David Hanselmann has come on board as a lecturer.
NRCS:  currently waiting on budget decisions but are looking for opportunities for efficiencies.  The Farm Bill is still on and off but training is ongoing.  RC&D lost nine employees but replacements are coming.  There may be changes to the CAUV designations that could be problematic.  Oil and gas is causing some participants in easement programs to request being released from their agreements and some oil and gas companies are violating the easement agreements.  Landowners will be held accountable for violations.  There is also and outreach effort to each of the 88 counties and a schedule of those county meetings is available on the website.
FSA

EPA

ODA:  The asian longhorn beetle is still a major issues with a projected 5-7 years projected for eradicating the infestation. The decision to cull the infected trees is causing concerns.  Other ongoing issues are:  listeria, exotic animals, and nutrient management.  Also, the division of weights and measures is back, but may take some time to be back to full operation.
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Next Meeting

The next meeting of the OSWCC will be January 24, 2012.

Meeting Adjourned

