MINUTES

(DRAFT)

OHIO SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION

July 8, 2011
8:05am – 12:34pm

Perrysburg Holiday Inn, Perrysburg, Ohio

Chairman Price called the meeting to order at 8:05 am and requested that we recite the Pledge of Allegiance. Chairman Price asked Tina Ray to do roll call. The following members were present:

Kevin Elder

Kent Stuckey

Fred Cash 

Bill Knapke

Tom Price

Dr. Richard Moore (for Ron Hendrick)

Other attendees present included Jeff Ankney, Defiance SWCD; Tia Rice and Chris Schimpf, Seneca SWCD; Bob Short, Williams SWCD; Regina Beck, Henry SWCD; Jill Dillion, OASWCDE; Rick Bryan, Lucas SWCD; Fred Hammon, John Kessler, Ted Lozier, Tina Ray, Jill Evans, Ed Crawford, Rob Hamilton, Clark Hutson, and Dorothy Farris, ODNR-DSWR; John Kaiser, Grand Lake St Mary’s Watershed; and Michelle Lohstroh, NRCS.
APPROVAL OF July 8, 2011 Agenda
Chairman Price asked for any changes or additions to the agenda, hearing none Stuckey moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Elder, motion passed.

APPROVAL OF April 5, 2011 MEETING MINUTES

Chairman Price asked if there were any additions or corrections to the April 5th minutes.

Fred Cash moved to approve the April 5th minutes.

Bill Knapke seconded the motion. Motion passed.

OSWCC MEMBER REPORTS

Price asked each member to report on their activities related to the Commission since the last meeting. Verbatim response can be found in the full report.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REPORT

John Kessler stated Guernsey SWCD is seeking approval to replace Marsha Warner.
Krista and her husband operate and farm about 1000 acres in Guernsey County, where they run a cow/calf operation and one of the largest commercial sheep flocks in Ohio.
Chairman Price asked for approval of the appointment, Bill Knapke moved to accept, 
Kevin Elder seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Two requests to form joint boards have been received; the first is from Auglaize and Allen to work on a joint project in the Upper St. Mary’s River watershed. This project consists of 5,100 lineal feet of open ditch reconstruction with seventy eight (78) parcels of land with approximately 1,300 acres of drainage area involved.  

Chairman Price asked for motion to approve, Stuckey moved to approve formation of the joint board, Fred Cash seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The Second request is from Auglaize, Allen and Putnam to undertake the clearing of logjams from the Auglaize River in Allen, Auglaize and Putnam Counties. Auglaize County will have the largest number of people since the project will involve the city of Wapakoneta but Allen County will have the longest length of river.
Chairman Price asked for motion to approve, Elder moved to approve, Knapke seconded, motion passed.
Resignation of Commission Member

On May 5, 2011 Chairman Price received a letter form Commission member Donna Shipley resigning her post on the Commission. Mrs. Shipley thanked the Commission for asking her to serve. 

Chairman Price informed the Commission that in consultation with ODNR, Etta Reed has been recommended to fill Shipley’s spot and Fred Cash for another term on the Commission. Mr., Cash’s term ends June 30 2011, but can serve an addition 60 days if no appointments have been made. Price hoped appointments would be forth coming before the next meeting. 

Budget Discussion
Prior to full discussion and final approval of distribution of state funds to SWCDs for State Fiscal Year 2012 the Division presented proposals and recommendations for the conservation assistance grant program and a new grant proposal, tool box grants.

Mr. Hammon reported receiving and reviewing 10 conservation assistance grant proposals and one that was received after the deadline from the Lorain SWCD. After discussions Elder moved to include Lorain SWCD in the recommended list for approvals, Moore seconded the motion, motion passed.

Mr. Hammon then handed out a proposal to create a new grant program designed to help SWCDs work in new ways with new partners and by sharing resources. The program would set aside $200,000 to be awarded after January 2012, and after the Task force report is released. Full detail can be found in the verbatim record. Cash moved to approve the program, Knapke seconded the motion, motion passed.

Jill Evans presented budget projections and scenarios to the Commission for their consideration. After much discussion Knapke moved to accept the Divisions recommendations for distribution of State funds, Cash seconded the motion, motion passed. (Full verbatim record of the discussion available in the transcript.)

Commission Request for SWCD Ideas

Price spoke of asking each SWCD to submit their ideas on what could be done to improve efficiencies and any areas where impediments could be removes. After various ideas and suggestions Elder moved that Chairman Price sends a letter to each SWCD and the Chairman at their home requesting this information by September 1, 2011. Moore seconded the motion, motion passed.

Emergency Pollution Abatement cost Share Practice

The Division requested of the Commission to approve cost sharing on emergency/temporary manure storage facilities as an on going practice, Years earlier this had been approved as a special project, but the division sees the need to make this practice available as needed. An in-depth presentation was given by the division, and detail can be read in the verbatim record and handouts are available. Elder moved to approve the recommendation, Cash seconded the motion, motion passed. 

Match reduction request/SWIMs compliance

Hammon brought to the attention of the Commission that Portage SWCD was not in compliance with the SWIMs use policy and is recommending reducing their state match by 10% per Commission Policy. Elder moved, Stuckey seconded the motion, motion passed. 

Having no other business, Chairman priced asked for a motion to adjourn, Cash moved to adjourn, Knapke seconded, the meeting adjourned at 12:34 p.m. 

Full verbatim record of this meeting is available by contacting Tina Ray by email tina.ray@dnr.state.oh.us or 614-265-6878. 
