Applicant’s Name:      
Name of Mine:      
Address:       
Date:      
Phone:      
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Chief, Division of Mineral Resources Management

2045 Morse Road, Building H-3

Columbus, Ohio 43229-6693

RE: Request for Stream Buffer Zone Variance
Dear Chief:

We are requesting permission to affect land within the buffer zone of stream(s)       that are proposed to be affected by       when mining and reclaiming the proposed permit area, located in Section(s)       of       Township,       County.

The applicant has given special consideration regarding the proposed activities to minimize the impact that mining has on each stream and buffer zone. The applicant has determined that the proposed activities would allow mining and reclamation of the proposed permit area while minimizing the impact to each stream. 

Therefore, it is our belief that the proposed affectment within these buffer zones will not cause or contribute to the violation of applicable state or federal water quality standards, and will not adversely affect the water quantity and quality or other environmental resources of the stream and request acceptance of the submitted Stream Buffer Zone Variance Request.

Sincerely,

     

FOR DIVISION USE ONLY

This request for stream buffer zone variance is:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Disapproved

, Chief

Division of Mineral Resources Management

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF MINERAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

STREAM BUFFER ZONE VARIANCE REQUEST

Applicant’s Name      
Name of Mine:      
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS:
1. Provide a description of the stream’s pre-mining water quality/quantity. 

(Submit Stream Conditions Table.  If additional discussion is needed, please provide response below or as an addendum to this item)
     
2. Provide a description of the existing environmental conditions, including riparian vegetation and physical habitat conditions. 
(Submit Stream Conditions Table.  If additional discussion is needed, please provide response below or as an addendum to this item)
     
3. Describe factors influencing existing stream conditions, such as previous mining, commercial or agricultural development, recent logging activity, etc.  

(Submit Stream Conditions Table.  If additional discussion is needed, please provide response below or as an addendum to this item)
     
4. Identify measures to protect, restore and/or reclaim water and other environmental resources. (Include sequencing of restoration activities, engineering designs/plans, erosion control measures and restoration of habitat qualities.)

     
5. If wetlands exist within the buffer zone, provide a description of mitigation of the wetland area.

     

BUFFER ZONE DISTURBANCE JUSTIFICATION

1. Briefly describe the reasons planned activities in each buffer zone are needed.

     
2. What other less intrusive measures were considered prior to requesting a variance?  Include options that were considered to prevent, minimize or mitigate adverse impacts to the buffer zone.

     
BUFFER ZONE ACTIVITIES
1. Describe each proposed activity that will impact the buffer zone, including specific locations (using linear stream measurements).  Identify any areas of the stream channel or buffer zone that will be avoided.  (Submit Stream Stationing and Impacts Table.  If additional discussion is needed, please provide response below or as an addendum to this item.)
     
2. Describe the duration (in relative timing and/or sequencing) that each activity will be occurring within the buffer zone.

     
3. Describe mitigation and/or special considerations that will minimize impact on the buffer zone while each activity is being conducted (i.e., sumps, silt fencing, sediment control between affected areas and ponds during pond construction, stream diversion and/or relocation).

     
STREAM RECONSTRUCTION, DIVERSION OR RELOCATION PLANS

1. Describe in detail the measures to be taken to address issues of channel stability, flooding and sediment control, including a detailed description of sequencing and/or general timing of events.

     
2. Identify specific engineering plan elements for restoration of environmental resources.  Also identify important design elements such as reconstruction of pools and riffles, rock sizes, etc. 

     
REVEGETATION PLANS

1. Describe plans to revegetate affected buffer zone (generally, revegetation should be with same type (herbaceous/woody) of plants, utilizing appropriate species).
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