BUCKEYE TRAIL

Follow the Blue Blazes and see Ohio... all four corners!

For nearly 1,300 miles, the Buckeye Trail winds around the
state. From a beachhead on Lake Erie near Cleveland, the trail
rambles to a hilltop overlooking the Ohio River in Cincinnati —
and back again. On this trail, hikers experience the wide variety
of scenic landscapes that Ohio has to offer — from the rugged
southeast to the farmland of the northwest.

The Buckeye Trail is divided into 24 sections, each named
for a nearby town or feature.You may start a hike at any point;
degree of difficulty varies, and in some places the trail is part of
lesser-used public roads, even traversing urban areas. Camping
facilities are available at many locations.

The trail is identified by blue blazes on trees and poles,
and is maintained by the Buckeye Trail Association, a private,
nonprofit volunteer organization. For overview, maps and other
information, visit www.buckeyetrail.org on the Internet, or
call 800-881-3062.

OHIO TO ERIE TRAIL

The Ohio to Erie Trail, now being completed in sections across
the state, travels from the Ohio River to Lake Erie, through
Cincinnati, Columbus and Cleveland. More than 450 miles long,
this paved, off-road trail follows the rights-of-way of abandoned
and active railroads as well as the historic Ohio & Erie Canal.
Linking up with other established trails, it incorporates popular
local, state, and national parks.

The Ohio to Erie Trail begins in downtown Cincinnati,
follows the Little Miami Bikeway to Xenia, then turns northeast
to London, following the scenic Big Darby Creek toward
Columbus. North of the city, the trail splits into two trails — the
Heart of Ohio Trail through Mt.Vernon, and the Panhandle Trail
through Newark. The two trails converge south of Akron and
follow the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath to downtown Cleveland.

Started in 1991 and more than half completed by 2003, the
Ohio to Erie Trail is open to a variety of recreational uses. It
passes through quiet woods, lush fields, rural villages and urban
centers, giving participants a wide variety of sights. Visit the
Internet at www.ohiotoerietrail.org for more information,
or call 614-451-8776.

Enjoy the scenic trails of Ohio’s state parks,
forests, nature preserves and wildlife areas,
where you can discover breathtaking caves,
waterfalls, mature woodlands, and diverse
plant and wildlife species. These trails offer a
peaceful respite for hiking, biking, horseback
riding, rollerblading, cross-country skiing and
APV riding. In addition to the trails highlighted
in this guide, you’ll find an excellent variety of
trails at many fine regional and community parks

— yours to enjoy in every season of the year.

3 - ' _._-: W
g 2 '1."_ "11
‘-J...: -

bl T PR B Y

1=
[}

frs Ir-.

NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL

The North Country Trail crosses seven states (New York to
North Dakota) for more than 4,000 miles.

In Ohio, the trail is approximately 1,000 miles long and
follows much of the Buckeye Trail. The trail enters Ohio along
the banks of the Little Beaver Creek State Scenic River in
Columbiana County and winds southward past a series of
reservoirs and recreation areas, as well as the historic
Muskingum River and the Wayne National Forest. From
Marietta, the trail travels west, passing state memorials and the
scenic caves of the Hocking Hills region. On the western side
of the state, the trail parallels the Little Miami National Scenic
River and follows remnants of the old Miami & Erie Canal.

This trail system is managed by the North Country Trail
Association, a nationwide nonprofit organization working in
partnership with the National Park Service. Visit the web site
at www.northcountrytrail.org.
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MIAMI & ERIE CANAL TOWPATH TRAIL

The Miami & Erie Canal was built across western Ohio in the mid-1800s to provide
transportation for canal boats from Toledo to Cincinnati. Today, the canal’s banks are
home to the Miami & Erie Canal Towpath Trail. Its 42 scenic miles — between Lake
Loramie and Delphos — pass through many quaint towns and villages, offering views

of historic locks and buildings from the canal era. Sections of the trail are part of the
Buckeye Trail and the North Country National Scenic Trail. Camping facilities are available
at Lake Loramie and Grand Lake St. Marys state parks.
www.dnr.state.oh.us/water/canals/M&E_TourGuide.htm
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OHIO & ERIE CANAL TOWPATH TRAIL

Following some of the most scenic sections of the historic Ohio & Erie Canal
route, this 20-mile recreational trail runs from the southern suburbs of Cleveland,
through Cuyahoga Valley National Park and into downtown Akron. Several excellent
histor-ical sites and museums are found along the way. The Towpath Trail is part of
the 97-mile Ohio & Erie Canal National Heritage Corridor, which traces the canal’s
historic and natural features from Cleveland and Akron to picturesque Zoar in
Tuscarawas County.

The Towpath Trail is a shared recreational trail, open to walkers, joggers,
bicyclists, and in some sections, horseback riders. For details, see
www.nps.gov/cuva/planavisit/todo/recreation/ohioerie.htm.
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Adams Lake Prairie State Nature Preserve
Adams Lake State Park

Chaparral Prairie State Nature Preserve
Davis Memorial State Nature Preserve
Whipple State Nature Preserve

Brush Creek State Forest
Mohican-Memorial State Forest

Clear Fork Gorge State Nature Preserve
Mohican State Park

Geneva State Park

Pymatuning State Park

Strouds Run State Park

Gifford State Forest

Desonier State Nature Preserve

Shade River State Forest

Grand Lake St. Marys State Park
Barkcamp State Park

Kiser Lake State Park

Davey Woods State Nature Preserve
Kiser Lake Wetlands State Nature Preserve
Siegenthaler-Kaestner Esker State Nature Preserve
Buck Creek State Park

East Fork State Park

Stonelick State Park

Cowan Lake State Park

Beaver Creek State Park

Guilford Lake State Park

Sears Woods State Nature Preserve
Cleveland Lakefront State Park
Independence Dam State Park

Alum Creek State Park

Delaware State Park

Seymour Woods State Nature Preserve
Kelleys Island State Park

Erie Sand Barrens State Nature Preserve
North Pond State Nature Preserve
North Shore Alvar State Nature Preserve
Old Woman Creek State Nature Preserve
Sheldon Marsh State Nature Preserve
Shallenberger State Nature Preserve
Deer Creek State Park

Gahanna Woods State Nature Preserve
Harrison Lake State Park

Goll Woods State Nature Preserve
Maumee State Forest

Punderson State Park

John Bryan State Park

Clifton Gorge State Nature Preserve
Beaver Creek Wildlife Area

Little Miami State Park

Spring Valley Wildlife Area

Salt Fork State Park

Van Buren State Park

Lawrence Woods State Nature Preserve
Harrison State Forest

Mary Jane Thurston State Park

Rocky Fork State Park

Paint Creek State Park

Hocking Hills State Park

Lake Logan State Park

Hocking State Forest

Conkle’s Hollow State Nature Preserve
Rockbridge State Nature Preserve

Tar Hollow State Park

Tar Hollow State Forest

Killouck Marsh Wildlife Area
Augusta-Anne Olsen State Nature Preserve
Lake Katharine State Nature Preserve
Richland Furnace State Forest
Jefferson Lake State Park

Fernwood State Forest

Knox Woods State Nature Preserve
Headlands Beach State Park

Hach-Otis State Nature Preserve
Mentor Marsh State Nature Preserve
Dean State Forest

Blackhand Gorge State Nature Preserve
Morris Woods State Nature Preserve
Hebron State Fish Hatchery

Indian Lake State Park

Findley State Park

Maumee Bay State Park

Irwin Prairie State Nature Preserve
Magee Marsh Wildlife Area

Madison Lake State Park

Bigelow Cemetery State Nature Preserve
Smith Cemetery State Nature Preserve
Lake Milton State Park

Kyle Woods State Nature Preserve
Forked Run State Park

Sycamore State Park

Burr Oak State Park

Muskingum River Parkway

Mt. Gilead State Park

Blue Rock State Park

Dillon State Park

Blue Rock State Forest

Wolf Run State Park

East Harbor State Park

Perry State Forest

A.W. Marion State Park

Stage’s Pond State Nature Preserve
Pike Lake State Park

Pike State Forest

Nelson-Kennedy Ledges State Park
West Branch State Park

Eagle Creek State Nature Preserve
Kent Bog State Nature Preserve
Tinker’s Creek State Nature Preserve
Triangle Lake Bog State Nature Preserve
Tinker’s Creek State Park

Hueston Woods State Park

Hueston Woods State Nature Preserve
Malabar Farm State Park

Fowler Woods State Nature Preserve
Great Seal State Park

Scioto Trail State Park

Scioto Trail State Forest

Shawnee State Park

Shawnee State Forest

Collier State Nature Preserve
Springville Marsh State Nature Preserve
Gross Woods State Nature Preserve
Lake Loramie State Park

Quail Hollow State Park

Jackson Bog State Nature Preserve
Portage Lakes State Park

Mosquito Lake State Park

Grand River Wildlife Area

Milford Center State Nature Preserve
Lake Hope State Park

Lake Alma State Park

Zaleski State Forest

Caesar Creek Gorge State Nature Preserve
Caesar Creek State Park

Boord State Nature Preserve

Johnson Woods State Nature Preserve
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E = Easy M = Moderate

V = Varied Difficulty D = Difficult

*Multiple-use trails may allow hiking, mountain biking and/or horseback riding.
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WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST TRAILS
In the Wayne National Forest, more than 300 miles of 50 inches wide and
trails provide opportunities for hikers, horseback riders, ~ Nave a state registration.
mountain bikers and motorized trail riders. The Wayne is Permits are required
the only national forest in Ohio, and is managed by the for trail users who are o _
U.S. Forest Service. 16 years and older; a current valid driver’s license is
Lands comprising the national forest are scattered required. Riders under 16 do not need a permit, but must

across much of southeast Ohio and are characterized by ~ € accompanied by a valid-licensed motor-vehicle opera-
high hills, valleys and numerous small streams. There are  LOF at least 18 years of age.

21 trails with 83 miles for horses, 213 miles for mountain A map of the three ORV areas is included with the
biking, 116 miles for off-road vehicles (ORV), and 363 permit.Terrain on the ORYV trails varies from rolling hills
miles for hikers. and level ridgetops to some very challenging hills and
Hiking is free and can be enjoyed year around. For steep slopes. _ _
many trails, trailhead or campground facilities are avail- For complete information, log onto the Wayne National
able; camping is also permitted in back-country areas. Forest web site, where you'll find detailed maps and
All other trail users — horseback riders, mountain information about the various trails:
bikers and ORV riders — require a permit and are con- www.fs.fed.us/r9/wayne/trails.html. They can also be

fined to designated trails. These trails are open from April ~ contacted at 740-753-0101.
15 through December 15. ORVs must be less than

RAIL-TRAILS

Ohio has more than 600 miles of trails throughout the
state that run along former railroad corridors. More than
50 rail-trails in Ohio link to other community trail systems.
These trails provide a variety of opportunities:

e Wheelchair accessibility
e Bird watching

e Cross-country skiing

* Horseback riding

e In-line skating

- Running or cycling OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

e Walking The Ohio Department of Transportation is a resource for
The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy is a national nonprofit information on bicycling throughout the state. The agency

organization that supports local efforts to preserve and ~ SUPPlies a variety of maps, contact information, and links
AT WS 2 K Genras I SRy to increase awareness and promote use of the extensive

trails. For complete trail descriptions, visit bikeways, bike trails and bike lanes the state has to offer.

www.railtrails.org/field/ohio and www.traillink.com; All'you need to know is available at the Biking Ohio

or call 614-428-4320 home page: www.dot.state.oh.us/bike; or by calling
' 614-752-4685.

WINTER TRAILS

Ohio State Parks offer a variety of outdoor recreation
opportunities in winter. Weather permitting, cross-country
skiing is allowed on multiple-use trails and in almost any
wide open space blanketed with snow. Showmobiling is
allowed on more than 150 miles of designated trails in
state parks and forests. It is also permitted on the frozen
surface of Buckeye Lake, Grand Lake St. Marys, Indian

Lake, Lake Loramie and Portage Lakes. Cross-country . =4
skiing or snowmobiling on trails, roads or other surface
land is allowed only if the ground is completely frozen
and there is sufficient snow or ice. Visit ohiodnr.com :
for more details. - -
Cross-country skiing (300 miles)
Ashland ................... Mohican-Memorial State Forest gﬂe:gy/Auglalze """"""" I(_;ake ch\)/rargle’\lSt?te Ppark
Ashtabula ................. Geneva State Park BIOY ross Woods Nalure Freserve
. Stark .. ... Quail Hollow State Park
Pymatuning State Park S it Portage Lakes State Park
Belmont .................. Barkcamp State Park UMMIL e ortage Lakes Stale rar
; Trumbull ..o Mosquito Lake State Park
Champaign ................ Davey Woods Nature Preserve " [Clint c Creek State Park
Siegenthaler-Kaestner Esker NP AITENLANTON . e aesar Lreek State Far
Clermont .................. Stonelick State Park
Defiance/Henry ............. Independence Dam State Park Snowmobiling (150 miles)
Delaware ................. Alum Creek State Park Ashland .. ................. Mohican-Memorial State Forest
Delaware State Park
Eri Kellevs Island State Park Ashtabula ................. Geneva State Park
F”ﬁ """"""""""" Ge”eV)\//s fjanN " a eP ar Belmont .................. Barkcamp State Park
Fulton /}_'1' s /L """"""" MO 00 Sst ta l:_re rteserve Clark . ...t Buck Creek State Park
Fulonfeny/luces ... Maumee Siate Forest Delaware ... ... Alum Creek Stte Park
UgA e u . Fulton/Henry/Lucas .......... Maumee State Forest
Greene/Warren . ............ Little Miami State Park
GeaUdA - vt Punderson State Park
Henry/Wood . ............... Mary Jane Thurston State Park
Highland/R Paint Creek State Park Guernsey .................. Salt Fork State Park
Jelz%fe?rlm 058 v J:If?er ;ieLakeaSiatirPark Highland/Ross . ............. Paint Creek State Park
Licki SOM e Bl k;’ 4G Nature P Montgomery ............... Sycamore State Park
L'; ;29 """""""""" Incailica 0 ﬁgke gtra?ti P:rllj(re reserve Ottawa ................... East Harbor State Park
L ?in """""""""" Findlev State Park Pickaway/Fayette . ... ........ Deer Creek State Park
OFAIN e ey Stale "a Portage ................... West Branch State Park
Lucas ........... ... ... Maumee Bay State Park Trumbull Mosauito Lake State Park
Mahoning ................. Lake Milton State Park T T q
Montgomery . .............. Sycamore State Park
MOFIOW . ..o oeeeee Mt. Gilead State Park Dogsled (11 miles)
Portage ................... T!nker:s Creek Nature Preserve Delaware . .. .. .. . .. Alum Creek State Park
) Tinker's Creek State Park Geauda - .o vv e Punderson State Park
Richland .................. Malabar Farm State Park LUCES . o oo Maumee Bay State Park
ROSS ... Great Seal State Park



