Lake Erie was a key
element in the formation
of the United States

from the writing of the
Northwest Ordinance, to
the Battle of Lake Erie during
the War of 1812, to providing
an escape to freedom on the
Underground Railroad.

Lake Erie is one of the largest
and most successful restoration

efforts in the world.

 Pollution that nearly destroyed the lake
resulted in benefits to water resources
throughout the country with the
formation of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the passage of
legislation such as the Clean Water Act
and Coastal Zone Management Act.

» Today Lake Erie is used as a
representative model for environmental
management.

More than 119,000
Ohio jobs are directly
linked to Lake Erie-
region visitors who

spend more than
$10.7 billion annually.
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